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Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) Q C!aim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^3 The drawing(s) filed on 29 January 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 7-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hengst(6,005,299). 

As to claims 1-2, 7-8 and 13, Hengst teaches a human-machine interface device 
for controlling a plurality of vehicle functions(radio, map, navigation, etc.)(see figures 3-4 
and column 4, lines 58-63), the interface comprising: a knob(1) which is bidirectionally 
rotatable(8, 9) at a rest level(central position or 10) and a pressed level; a selected one 
of the vehicle functions being selected by the knob(1) at the rest level(central position or 
10) and the selected one of the vehicle functions being controlled by the knob(1 ) at the 
pressed level(see figures 1-3; column 1, lines 49-53; column 3, lines 13-27 and column 
4, lines 1-46). 

As to claims 7 and 13, Hengst teach a human-machine interface device for 
controlling a plurality of vehicle functions(radio, map, navigation, etc.)(see figures 3-4 
and column 4, lines 58-63); the interface comprising: a knob(1) which is bidirectionally 
rotatable at a first level and a second level(pressed level); a selected one of the 
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vehicle functions(radk), map, navigation, etc.) being selected by the knob(1) at the first 
level; and the selected one of the vehicle functions being controlled by the knob at the 
second level(see figures 1-3; column 1, lines 49-53; column 3, lines 13-27 and column 
4, lines 1-46). 

As to claims 2 and 8, Hengst teaches vehicle functions is associated with a 
detent position(10) of the knob at the rest level(central position)(see figures 1-4 and 
column 4, lines 11-46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-5 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hengst in view of Bollgohn et al(6,769,320). 

As to claims 3-5 and 9-1 1 , Hengst fails to disclose an annunciator or a display 
screen indicating a selection function. 

Bollgohn et al an annunciator(48A-48D) or display screen(44) for indicating a 
selection function(e,g, CD2)(see figures 2-3; column 5, lines 55-64 and column 6, lines 
5-33). It would have been obvious to have modified Hengst with the teaching of 
Bollgohn et al, so as to provide a selection confirmation to a user. 
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As to claims 5 and 1 1 , Bollgohn et al teach an indicator for indicating an on/off 
function(see figures 2-3; column 5, lines 59-64 and column 7, lines 10-17). 

5. Claims 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hengst in view of Goldenberg et al(6,636,197). 

As to claims 6 an d 12, Hengst fails to disclose the selected functions having a 
an speed and a temperature. 

Goldenberg et al teach a knob(26) for selecting fan speed and temperature 
Functions(see figures 1-3; column 5, lines 57-68; column 7, lines 8-18 and column 22, 
lines 49-53). It would have been obvious to have modified Hengst with the teaching of 
Goldenberg et al, so as to provide more controlling function to a user. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Heimerann et al(US 20040046751 ) teaches a knob for controlling vehicle 
functions. 

Marks et al(20020032019) teaches a knob for controlling vehicle functions. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lun-yi Lao whose telephone number is 571-272-7671. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Lun-yi Lao 
Primary Examiner 




